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railways should provide a larger service of trains from the London
stations.

All these matters and many others are reviewed daily, or almost
daily, certainly whenever necessary, by the Civil Defence Committee
over which the Minister of Home Security has so long presided. He
has presided over it since those dark days when he took over the care
of London, especially, which he knew so well, in the old original blitz.
Upon this Committee sit either the heads or the representatives of
every single Department concerned, and the War Cabinet is always
available to confirm any decision which involves high policy. There
is no delay. Matters are settled with very great speed, but a very
great power is given to this Committee, and questions about what
I may call the social side of the flying bomb, the social reactions,
should be addressed either to the Minister of Home Security, who will
answer them himself, or to the Minister of Health, who has a great
sphere of responsibility.

A good many questions can be asked, but the House, I am sure,
would wish to have a check-up on them, beforehand, because a perfectly
innocent and proper question might have some connection which
would tell the enemy more than we need tell him. After all, the
Germans keep large Intelligence services, always prying about and
trying to find out everything they can, and really we ought to leave
them something to do. I can see lots of questions that could well be
discussed here, and if there were some particular kind of question we
wanted to talk over among ourselves, such procedure is always available
to the House. I am not going to attempt to parade to the House the
many difficult matters that have been settled. I have mentioned a
good many of them. I could give a complete list, and if I have left
anything out, that is a thing that can be reserved for a future day.
We can with confidence leave our civil organization to do its work
under the watchful supervision of the House of Commons. We have
had many periods in the war in .which the Government have relied on
the House of Commons to keep them in close touch with the people
and the populations affected, and we have welcomed many helpful
suggestions. I think that we can have great confidence in our civil
organization, for it has immense experience and has handled machinery
which has stood far greater strains than this.

On the operational side, a Special Committee has been set up to
review, concert and advise upon all counter-measures, both offensive
and defensive, to deal with the flying bomb. This Committee consists
of the Joint Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Supply as
Chairman ; Air Marshal Hill, who is in charge of A.D.G.B. (Air Defence
of Great Britain) ; General Pile, who has been our highly competent
Commander-in-Chief of the Ack-Ack Command since the beginning of
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